Old Favourite

The Complete Fables of
Aesop tr by Olivia and Rob-
ert Temple (Penguin, £5-99)
— This gem is the first ever
publication in English of
the complete fables. Writ-
ten in the 6th century BC,
they have long suffered
from textual corruption and
doubts about authorship.
Everyone knows the clas-
sics, like the hare and the
tortoise, but much of
Aesop’s work remains
shadowy. In this brilliant
work of restoration we can
finally see the man whole: a
deft and often sardonic
miniaturist, capable of
much more than twee
stories about animals, and
not the prissy moralist
of expurgated children’s
editions.




