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Olivia Temple
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OLIVIA TEMPLE, BORN IN LONDON IN
1947, is a direct descendant of the 17th
century Dutch master Jan van der Heyden
(1637-1712), famed as a mechanical en-
gineer as well as a painter, and celebrated

for his townscapes and castlescapes to
the extent that some of his work was
commissioned by the Empress Catherine
Il of Russia.

Olivia Temple seems to have inher-
ited some of his talents, since apart from
working for a while in the studios of the
Australian Boyd family of painters when
they were in London, she is virtually
self-taught. She held her first one-woman
show in London in 1979, and has since
participated in a number of group shows in
England.

Hers are the typically English virtues
of restraint and low key statement, typified
in The Greenhouse, a scene familiar in a
hundred thousand small English gardens,
the flowers neatly staked and bedded in
front of the open door of the little glass-
house, in which, could we only see more
closely, are cherished the geraniums and
the cymbidiums, the gloxinias and the
calceolarias, which are the amateur's
greatest pride and tenderest art, and shall,
he hopes, enliven his home in the winter
days all too soon to come.

MAX WYKES-JOYCE
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